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A city doctor; after a number of cam-
paigns and appeals to impress the gov-
ernments to form an advisory body to
the state disaster management has ap-
pealed to the Supreme Court to inter-
vene and direct the state government
to set up the advisory body at the state
level.

Dr. Edmond Fernandes, Chief Ex-
ecutive, Center for Health and Devel-
opment (CHD-India) has
filed a public interest
litigation(PIL) in the Su-
preme Court seeking the
court intervention to di-
rect the Ministry of Home
Affairs, Government of In-
dia and offices of the Chief
Ministers and Principal
Secretaries - Revenue (Dis-
aster Management) to take
appropriate stepsto setup
an advisory body at the
state disaster manage-
ment authority for all states across the
country as per the Disaster Manage-
ment Act 2005.

In the PIL, Dr Edmond Fernandes
Vs Unionof India & ors, the petitioner
has prayed before the court to order
the formation of such a body involv-
ingall stakeholders like public health
doctors, public health engineers, so-
cial scientists, architects, town plan-
ners and journalists so that disaster
preparedness, response, relief and re-
habilitation are effectively carried out

INDIAN

Dr. Edmond Fernandes

with proper drills and capacity-build-
ing exercises from time to time. The
petitioner Dr Edmond Fernandes has
stated in the PIL that he has been
deeply moved by the tragic stories of
loss and grief duringdisasters as peo-
ple work alifetime to build something
and nature takes it down in just few
minutes. The need to give attention to
disaster management is long
overdue.
The petition states that 2015 was the
hottest year on record and In-
dia was among the top three
countries in the world hit
by disasters and a economic
loss worth $3.30 billion. On
an average, India's losses
sums up to § 10 billion per
yvear due to disasters. The
idea to achieve sustainable
development goals will be
an exercise in futile submis-
sion if we do not prepare for
addressing the grave public
health issue of Disaster
Management and prevent a watershed
moment for development. Disasters
lead to disruption of health services,
damages infrastructure, affects agri-
culture and creates livestock losses
besides compromising on security for
women, children and elderly Rapidly
proliferating climate change are com-
pelling enough to review, strengthen
and institutionalize risk reduction,
multi-sectoral capacity building and
emergency public health
preparedness.
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City doctor after number of advocacies and campaigns to impress the government to set up SDMA
advisories has appealed to the Supreme Court to intervene. In the PIL Dr. Edmond Fernandes Vs
Union of India, the doctor has prayed that the Court direct the formation of these bodies and involve
cross sectoral stakeholders such as public health professionals, public health engineers, weather
scientists, agricultural experts etc. Rapidly proliferating climate change is compelling enough to
review, strengthen and institutionalize capacity building and public health risk informed planning.
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